Comparison of CA 125 and placental alkaline phosphatase as ovarian tumor markers.
The serum concentrations of CA 125 and placental alkaline phosphatase were analyzed in 16 patients with ovarian cancer. Increased serum levels of CA 125 and placental alkaline phosphatase were observed in 75% and 50% of the cancer patients, respectively. The serum levels of these tumor markers were not correlated, supporting their distinct antigenic nature. CA 125 seems to be a more promising tumor marker for ovarian cancer than placental alkaline phosphatase.